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Excerpts from Remarks by Pope Francis

October 2021 Meeting with Religious Leaders

"Two years ago [...] I promoted the
initiative of a Global Compact on
Education in order “to rekindle
our dedication for and with young
people, renewing our passion for a
more open and inclusive education,
including patient listening,
constructive dialogue and better
mutual understanding”. I invited
everyone “to unite our efforts in
a broad educational alliance, to form
mature individuals capable of
overcoming division and antagonism,
and to restore the fabric of
relationships for the sake of a more
fraternal humanity.” “Today we want to state

that our religious
traditions, which have
always played a leading
role in schooling, from
teaching literacy to higher
education, reaffirm their
mission of integrally
educating each individual:
head, hands, heart and
soul. [...] The beauty and
harmony of what it is to be
fully human.”

Source: Message from Pope Francis for the meeting with representatives of
religions on the theme "Religions and Education: towards a Global Compact on
Education", October 5, 2021.
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Vademecum, Congregation for Catholic Education

7 Commitments for the Global Compact

Source: Global Compact on Education - Vademecum, Congregation for Catholic
Education, Rome, 2021.



Global enrollment in Catholic education in 2020

68.0 million students, including 34.6 million in primary school

Statistics about Catholic Education
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The 5 top countries by enrolment at the pre-
school, primary, and secondary levels are

all low or lower-middle income:
DR Congo, Kenya, Malawi, India, Uganda

(income classification from the World Bank)

Selected statistics on the contributions of Catholic schools
and universities from Global Catholic Education Reports
Contributions to education systems
In sub-Saharan Africa, 11.0% of all primary school students are in a Catholic school
In low income countries, 13.7% of all primary school students are in a Catholic school
Catholic education contributes to education pluralism and the right to education
In many Catholic schools, student learning tends to be comparatively higher

Contributions to communities
Catholic schools and universities emphasize values and integral human development
Catholic schools and universities enroll children from all backgrounds and faiths

Economic contributions
Budget savings for states of more than US$ 100 billion (PPP) per year in 38 countries
Contribution to the future earnings of today's workers of at least US$12 trillion

Share of all primary school students in
low- and lower-middle income countries

Source: Global Catholic Education Report 2021: Education Pluralism, Learning
Poverty, and the Right to Education and 2020 Statistical Yearbook of the Church.
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Global Catholic Education Interview Series

If you would like to suggest an individual for an interview in the interview series,
contact us at https://www.globalcatholiceducation.org/contact.

 
 

Celebrating Educators

To access more than 130
interviews celebrating

educators globally, including a
collection for World Catholic

Education Day 2022, go to
https://www.globalcatholiced

ucation.org/interviews.
 



Resources

Selected reports available for download

Other resources are available at Global Catholic Education
(https://www.globalcatholiceducation.org/).

 
 

For a short (9')
video on key
findings from the
Global Catholic
Education Report
2021, click on the
visual on the right.

To download reports, click on the visuals below.



For more information, visit our websites

Committing to the Global Compact

Click on the logos to
access the websites.

This brochure was designed by the volunteer
team at Global Catholic Education.
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